SAMPLING THE HOLIDAY SEASON

December1, 2025

Last December, in one edition of the Monterey Herald there appeared two
articles about the holiday season. One was a look back at Pacific Grove's
“Singing Christmas Tree” of a couple generations ago, featuring local
residents standing on platforms, winding their way up a é5-foot-tall tree,
and belting out carols. The other story touted a new book titled The Coastal
Christmas Caper in which author Ellis Erikson’s protagonist Nora Whitman
(editor of the fictional Lovers Point Chronicle and amateur sleuth) embarks
on “a cozy holiday mystery packed with twists, turns, and enough Christmas
magic to keep readers turning the pages.”

The juxtaposition - an old, half-forgotten tradition and a new book -
reminded me of how different aspects of the holidays appeal to different
people. The month or so between Thanksgiving and New Year's Day is
largely person-specific, preference-based, particular to each Pagrovian.

For some, it's about the pageantry - the Macy’s Thanksgiving Parade (my
dad's favorite), the Rose Bowl Parade (my dad’s favorite if Michigan is
playing), and (more locally) PG’s annual Holiday Parade of Lights, a
procession of light-adorned floats, bands and dance troupes that
celebrates local pride during the holidays. For others, it's about wonder and
whimsy - the house on Dennett Street that synchs Christmas songs and light
shows, or the myriad homes in the Candy Cane Lane neighborhood
festooned in everything from St. Nick to the Simpsons. Or, for those who
prefer more traditional holiday decoration, there’s a walking tour - Holiday
at the Inns - when PG's historic inns heap tradition upon tradition.

Of course, for some holiday celebrants, it's all about the tree. Some facts:
Nearly 350 million real Christmas trees are grown on nearly 15,000 tree
farms in the U.S. (about two-thirds of them in Oregon), employing more than
100,000 people, both in full or part-time capacities. Some more facts: There
are some 4,000 tree recycling programs in the U.S., and it takes as much as
a decade of braving the elements for a tree to mature to be harvested for
the holidays. So the next time you marvel at a living room Christmas tree,
consider that it's as much about effort and endurance as it is about electric
lights.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
& TOURIST CENTERS






